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The poll tax was used to deny the right to vote to many African Americans in Texas. This poll tax receipt from Wood County in 1955 shows 
that the poll tax had been paid in full by a white couple, thereby allowing them to vote in upcoming elections.

areas with a history of discrimination. The monitors, who were employees of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, would report any harassment or activities used to intimidate 
African Americans to local government officials and to state government authorities. 
If these local and state officials refused to stop the violence and/or intimidation, 
they could be charged with a federal crime for failing to enforce the act and could be 
prosecuted in federal court.


